ABSTRACT
Methods

Patients
Two groups ofpatients were studied. The control group consisted ofeight patients, six men and two women, aged 33-49 y (body wt 67 ± 5 kg and surface area 1.74 ± 0.08 m2). In three patients with cardiac valvular disease, a right-sided cardiac 
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0.001). Total
EAAs augmented similarly to levels in control subjects (Fig 1) . However, threonine and phenylalanine increased more in patients (p < 0.05). Total AAs augmented more in patients (p < 0.025). After AA ingestion, insulin levels significantly increased to a similar cxtent in both groups (Table  3) . These data are consistent with previous findings from our laboratory (6, 8-10, 12-14, 21 tidine, and phenylalanine (Table  4) . Finally, the fractional splanchnic escape oftotal AAs was twofold greater in patients (10.5 ± 1.5 vs 5.5 ± 0.7% in control subjects, p < 0.01). Figure 3 an increased postprandial uptake; the higher its increments in arterial levels, the higher were increments in splanchnic uptake ofthis AA (p < 0.01, Fig 5) .
Discussion
The 
